
By John Cate
Managing Editor
If there was ever an improba-

ble victory for the Garner
Trojans, Friday night was it.
In the first six quarters of the

2003 football season, Garner’s
offense scored 55 points and
gained 625 yards. Despite this,
it lost the first game and led just
27-20 at halftime of the
secondbecause the defense
had allowed 55 points, 594
yards and a staggering 31 first
downs.
In the second half of the sec-

ond game, against the Clayton
Comets at Comet Stadium, the
Trojans got just one first down
and were beaten in time of pos-
session, 14:20-9:40.
It didn’t matter. A defense that

had been missing in action
turned up for the second half,
stopped two late Comet drives,
and Garner kept its 18 years of
mojo against Clayton alive by
that same 27-20 margin.
“That first half wasn’t Garner-

Clayton football,” said Trojans
defensive coordinator Thurman
Leach. “The defenses weren’t
as bad as they looked, but then
they took over in the second
half.”
In the first half, Garner riddled

the vaunted Clayton
defenseone of the best in the
state at any classificationas
quarterback Adam Hamrick
threw for 166 yards and three
touchdowns. The Comets coun-
tered with the 1-2 punch of tail-
back Monte Summerville and
fullback Devin Carlton, who
chewed up about 150 yards of
real estate between them.
A wild first half concluded in

dramatic fashion with Garner
speedster Brian Jackson block-
ing a Clayton punt with 29.8
seconds left in the second quar-
ter. It took Hamrick all four
shots at the end zone to capital-
ize, but on fourth down, he con-
nected with Robert Jarman on a
17-yard touchdown pass for a

walk-off touchdown and a 27-
20 lead.
The Trojans could breathe eas-

ily for a while, but something
had to be done to shore up the
defense. During intermission,
the coaching staff decided to try
an adjustment suggested by
assistant coach James Horne
during the week which the
defense had worked on in prac-
tice.
“We drew up the 5-3 double

eagle at halftime,” said Leach.
“Coach Horne suggested we go
to it this week and we did a
good job of it. We thought it
would be a good defense to fit
our personnel, and the kids did a
good job of it.”
It was a good thing, because

the wheels were turning in the
Clayton coaches’ box too, and
in the second half, defense ruled
the field.
Clayton head coach Gary

Fowler showed early in the sec-
ond half that he had no respect
for the Trojans’ defense, order-
ing his team to go for the first
down on fourth-and-2 from his
own 43-yard line after a time-
out. The Trojans’ defense ran
onto the field led by linebacker
Jeff Hatcher, who exhorted the
crowd to get behind them. On
the play, the Trojans stuffed
Carlton at the line for no gain.
Garner tried to make Fowler

pay for his gamble, with
Treavor Primus running for one
first down and then Hamrick
hitting a pass down to the
Comets’ 3, but it was called
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McDonald’s Salutes 

Hatcher, the leader of the Trojans’ defense
from his middle linebacker spot, was in on
several key plays in the second half as
Garner shut out the Clayton Comets and
held on for a 27-20 road victory. He is in
his third season of playing Trojan varsity
football.
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In the photo at top right, sev-
eral Garner defenders draw
a bead on Clayton running
back Demeatrus Watson.
Watson was stopped for no
gain on the play.

The yardstick
Garner 7 20 0 0 - 27
Clayton 6 14 0 0 - 20

CLAYTON - Devin Carlton, 1-
yard run, 9:22, 1st quarter (kick
blocked).

GARNER - Adam Hamrick, 1-
yard run, 0:31.4, 1st quarter
(Adison Cox kick).

CLAYTON - Carlton, 4-yard run,
8:15, 2nd quarter (run failed).

GARNER - Richard Medlin, 25-
yard pass from Hamrick, 4:27, 2nd
quarter (kick failed).

CLAYTON - Carlton, 6-yard run,
2:45, 2nd quarter (Carlton run).

GARNER - Treavor Primus, 61-
yard pass from Hamrick, 2:24, 2nd
quarter (Cox kick).

GARNER - Robert Jarman, 17-
yard pass from Hamrick, 0:00, 2nd
quarter (Cox kick).

Clayton Garner
First Downs 15 9
Rushes-yards 51-237 22-82
Passing 2-15-0 10-24-1
Passing yards 64 178
Total yards 301 260
Return yards 124 62
Punts-average 3-9.0 5-33.2
Fumbles-lost 2-2 2-1
Penalties-yards 9-76.5 13-96
Time of Poss. 28:52 19:08

How they did it
How did Garner adjust its defense and stop Clayton in the second half? The Trojans
switched to a 5-3 “double eagle” defense that the Comets hadn’t practiced for.

The Comets’ basic offense is the I-formation. One of the common alignments for Clayton
is depicted in the lower portion of the diagram. Against Millbrook and in the first half
against Clayton, the Trojans essentially lined up man-for-man, in defensive alignments
such as the one shown in all black. However, this “tight” defensive formation was allowing
the opposing offense to easily get outside the defense for big yardage. In the second half
against Clayton, the Trojans’ coaches shifted the two inside guard positions to positions
outside the tackles (marked “E” in red), allowing the defense to cut off the corners on out-
side runs and better deal with pulling guards. The Trojans’ linebackers (LB) had less sup-
port up the middle, but proved up to the task, and Clayton was shut out in the second half.
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This time, the defense didn’t rest
Garner defense blanks Clayton

in second half as Trojans win 27-20

See TROJANS, Page 10

Two weeks ago, I left you
hanging with my thoughts on a
debate I’d had with a friend on
who the best modern North
Carolina college football team
was, using the founding of the
ACC as the cut-off date.
I came to the conclusion that

the best teams from each school
(except Duke and Wake Forest,
which didn’t have any worthy
candidates) were the 1991 ECU
Pirates, the 1996 UNC Tar
Heels and the 2002 N.C. State
Wolfpack. That doesn’t neces-
sarily mean those are the three
best teams in any order, but
they’re the best each school had
to offer.
I looked at several things

involving each team, such as
how many good teams they
beat, how they did against the
very best teams they played and
how good those teams were,
how many players off that team
played professional football, and
having seen them all myself,
asked myself who I thought
would win.
And came up with different

answers almost every time.
From a strict standard of who

did the most against good
teamsby “good”, I qualified
any Division 1-A team that had
a .500 or better recordand
came up with the Wolfpack as a
winner. State beat six teams that
qualified, although three of
them were either 7-6 or 7-7. The
’96 Heels beat five and the ’91
Pirates four.
Then we went to the best vic-

tims each team had. For the
Wolfpack, it was the 10-3 Notre
Dame team in the Gator Bowl.
For the Heels, it was a 9-3
Syracuse team in the regular
season, and for ECU, it was a
better Syracuse team, led by
Marvin Graves and Qadry
Ismail, that went 10-2 and rout-
ed SEC champ Florida. As I
suggested two weeks ago, this
one goes to the Pirates, who
also beat a 9-3 State team that
was as good as ’02 Notre Dame
or ’96 Cuse.
I won’t go into the list here, but

the ’96 Tar Heels had a veritable
ton of players who got at least a
cup of coffee in the pros. The
Pirates had a few, most notably
quarterback Jeff Blake, punter
John Jett and linebacker Robert
Jones, but this is as easy win for
the Heels. Most of the
Wolfpackers are still active in
college football so I couldn’t
consider them. UNC won this
category and to be fair, I called
it a tie for second. 
And subjectively, I believe the

Tar Heels were the best team,
but if all three were playing
each other one time, I’d pick the
ECU team because I think it
was better than the ’02

ECU’s 1991
‘Dream Team’
comes out tops

See JOHN, Page 10



back for a penalty and the
Trojans were soon halted.
After an exchange of punts, the

Comets opened a drive at the
beginning of the fourth quarter
from their 9-yard line. The
Trojans gave ground grudgingly,
but Clayton steadily advanced
toward the Trojan end zone and
after 10 plays and four and a half
minutes, had a first down at the
Garner 17.
Then the defense decided it had

had enough. On first down,
Clayton’s Demeatrus Watson
was leveled after a two-yard
gain. On second down, Clayton
tried to fool Garner with the
same speed sweep that
Millbrook had beaten them with
last week. He was strung out
toward the sideline for a loss of
one yard. On third down,
Watson got the call again with
four Trojans in the backfield
before he could even get a hold
of the ball. One of them, Josh
Montague, fell on the loose ball
at the 24 with 6:40 remaining.
Clayton quickly stopped the

Trojans and forced a punt, giv-
ing them another chance with
4:26 to play. But no one could
have handled the Garner defense
on this series.
“We were flying around the

ball like the Trojans of old,” said
Smith.
On first down from the

Comets’ 32, Josh Smith and
Quentin Harris slammed Watson
to the ground after a one-yard
gain. On second down,
Clayton’s Brett Norris tried his
luck, only to run into a brick
wall named Kevin Minter at the
35. A Comet pass fell incom-
plete on third down, and Clayton
called time-out with 3:02 to
play.
On fourth down, Clayton quar-

terback Adrian Rowland rolled
out, but Trojan defenders Juan
Williams and Latimer McLean
had gotten around the end and
were closing in on Rowland
when he rushed a pass which fell
harmlessly incomplete.
Of course, the game couldn’t

end without a little drama. With
Primus seemingly headed to the
end zone moments later, a
Clayton defender managed to
reach out his arm and strip him
of the football with 2:14 left.
On fourth down, Summerville

hauled in a pass for a 31-yard
gain to midfield with 88 seconds
to go. Three plays later, Garner
drew a pass-interference penalty
that gave the Comets a first
down at the 35, still with 1:05
showing on the clock.
But that was it. Rowland got

three more passes off, all of
them broken up by the sec-
ondary, and was sacked once by
a host of Trojans. With 27.7 sec-
onds left, Garner halted the
drive on downs and Hamrick
kneeled to end it.
Leach credited Smith’s deci-

sion to extend the rotation of
defensive linemen as a key fac-
tor in Garner’s ability to stop
Clayton late in the game.
“Coach Smith’s decision to

rotate the linemen really helped
us tonight,” he said. “We were
able to keep fresh bodies out
there and not have a repeat of
what happened last week.”
The defenses on both sides

took plenty of abuse in the first
24 minutes, however.
Clayton took the opening kick-

off and drove 65 yards in just
over two and a half minutes, hit-
ting paydirt on a 1-yard plunge
by Carlton. Garner’s James
Ingram blocked Clayton’s extra-
point try, leaving the score at 6-
0.
The Trojans looked poised for a

quick response, with Hamrick
firing three darts to Richard
Medlin and then a 28-yard strike
to Tim Lovick to advance deep
into Comet territory. But on
third down from the Clayton 27,
a mix-up in the pass routes led to
an interception by Summerville.

The Trojans managed to stop
Clayton on its second series, and
when two Trojans put some heat
on the Comets’ punter, he rushed
a punt that went only nine yards
and left Garner in business on
the Clayton 23-yard line.
Three runs by Primus moved

the ball to the 7, and then
Hamrick hit Medlin for the
fourth time, reaching the 1. On
third-and-goal from there,
Hamrick called his own number.
Adison Cox kicked the extra
point to put the Trojans on top.
Clayton promptly battered the

Garner defense once again,
going 67 yards in 11 plays to
take the lead on a 4-yard run by
Carlton with 8:15 left in the sec-
ond quarter. The Comets suc-
cessfully converted three third
downs on the driveone on a
major defensive
breakdownand left Smith

noticeably upset with the
defense for the first time all sea-
son. The only bright spot was
when Rowland was hammered
on the two-point try short of the
end zone, leaving the Clayton
lead at 12-7.
Midway through the second

quarter, Carlton ran 65 yards for
an apparent touchdown, but it
was called back for holding.
Two plays later, Rowland got
clobbered deep in his own terri-
tory, fumbled, and Kentrell
Perry pounced on it for the
Trojans at the Clayton 8.
It took Garner 10 snaps to hit

the end zone. Garner was penal-
ized three times, twice for hold-
ing and once for having just six
men on the line of scrimmage.
In between, Clayton was flagged
for pass interference on a fourth-
down play at the goal line, giv-
ing the Trojans a first down in

spite of protests from the
Comets’ sideline, who felt a bad
call had been made. At last, after
a final 14-yard holding call
against the Trojans, Hamrick
connected with Medlin from 25
yards out. Cox missed the extra
point, but with 4:27 left in the
half, Garner led 13-12.
Clayton struck back quickly.

Summerville returned the kick-
off 45 yards to the Trojans’ 41.
Four plays later, Carlton was
back in the Garner end zone
after a six-yard romp. He carried
the ball in again for two points
and a 20-13 Comet lead with
2:45 left.
Twenty-one seconds later, it

was tied. On Garner’s first play
from scrimmage, Hamrick
sucked in the defense and then
flipped a screen pass to Primus,
who hauled in the pass with a
wall of Trojan blockers paving

his way 61 yards for a touch-
down. Cox knotted the game at
20 with his extra point.
Jackson’s punt block and the

subsequent touchdown pass to
Jarman ended a wild second
quarter.
Primus led the Trojans with 77

yards on 17 carries, but was
overshadowed by Clayton’s tan-
dem of Summerville (16-121)
and Carlton (18-82). Medlin led
Garner with six catches for 60
yards, but Primus led the team in
receiving yardage on the
strength of his one touchdown
snag for 61.
This week, Garner remains on

the road and visits Chapel Hill
High School (1-0) on Thursday
night at 7:30 p.m. The Tigers are
coached by former Garner assis-
tant Joe Wolfe, and opened their
season last week with a 28-6
win over Orange High School.
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LLYNNEYNNE’’SS WWORKOUTORKOUT
“Where Fitness For Women Comes 11stst”

M-Th 6am - 9pm • Fri. 6am - 8pm • Sat 7am-1pm • Sun 1-4

234 Forest Hills
Shopping Center

Garner 

661-4100

Clayton Corners
11671 Hwy. 70 

Clayton

553-3330

Exit 312 (I-40 & 42) 
105 Commerce Dr.

Garner

772-3222

“Thank you Lynn & staff for opening an all ladies
facility here in Garner. Your facility is convenient &
affordable to all ladies. Thank you again.” Miss Lisa

• CARDIO EQUIPMENT
• FREE CHILDCARE

• BODY FAT ASSESSMENTS
• CIRCUIT TRAINING
• FREE WEIGHTS AND 

MUCH MORE...

LADIES ONLY
FULL SERVICE

FITNESS CENTER

LLYNNEYNNE’’SS WWORKOUTORKOUT
Start Today
For Only

999
Enrollment

LET US HELP YOU
GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Call Lisa Spaulding
your Retail Advertising Account

Representative for the

Garner News
CLEVELAND POST

772-1166/552-5675
or fax her at 552-7564

Garner Haircutters
wants to welcome back

PPAATRICIATRICIA
BESTBEST

779-0610
879 Hwy 70 W

(located in the Garner TV & Appliance Bldg.)

In Loving Memory
�

GRACE E. TEBO

�
August 13, 1946 - August 23, 1998

It has been 5 years since you entered into
your eternal peaceful rest. We still love

and miss you and cherish our
memories of you.

Robert, Robert Jr., Thomas, Dawn,
David, Deborah
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Garner offensive lineman Aaron Scholl (62) keeps a Clayton defender away from quarterback Adam Hamrick long enough for
Hamrick to release this pass.

Trojan football
stat leaders

RUSHING
Player att yds td
Treavor Primus 31 258 2
Richard Medlin 13 58 0
Adam Hamrick 4 1 1

RECEIVING
Player rec yds td
Richard Medlin 10 173 2
Tim Lovick 7 115 1
Treavor Primus 2 71 1
Robert Jarman 1 17 1
Justin Byars 1 5 0

PASSING
Player c-a-i yds td
Adam Hamrick 21-51-1 376 5

VIDEO CREATIONS
BY

JOHNNY JOHNSON
WEDDINGS / RECITALS

MUSIC VIDEO / SPECIAL EVENTS
TAPE DUPLICATIONS/ PRINTS FROM

VIDEO
PHOTO /SLIDES / MOVIE TRANSFER TO

TAPE OR DVD
TV COMMERCIALS

Let us help you create a Video Memory!
919 - 772- 4835

Wolfpack and because Mack Brown would
be coaching the Tar Heels.
On a 3-2-1 system in each criteria, I ended

up with the 1991 East Carolina Pirates as the
winner, by a thin margin over the other two
teams. But the truth is, it’s about a dead heat.
THIS WEEK’S PICKS: There’s a few

good games on tap locally, a few complete
mismatches and a lot of teams still trying to
decide if they’re good or bad this year.
The juggernaut known as Southeast Raleigh

gets its first test of the season on Friday night

when it travels to Riverside, and Millbrook
travels to Rockingham to face the mighty
Raiders. It’s hard telling how good Southeast
is, since we don’t know what South View
had and we can infer that SSS is weak, but
I’m going to predict they wear down the
Pirates and win by a closer than it looks 35-
14 score. The Richmond-Millbrook game is
probably a matchup along the same lines.
Millbrook is a good team, but it isn’t great,
and I’m calling it 34-10 for the Raiders.
Garner at Chapel Hill is the only other game

involving a local team that I wouldn’t regard
as a waste of time. The Tigers opened last
week with a 28-6 win at Orange, which does-
n’t say much. If Garner’s defensive improve-
ment against Clayton was for real, I feel
comfortable calling a 33-14 Trojan victory.
The rest of them: Broughton 28, Green

Hope 20; Cary 34, Athens Drive 7; Wake
Forest 21, Fuquay-Varina 7; Lee County 30,
Wakefield 28; Apex 27, Leesville Road 7;
Sanderson 20, Middle Creek 14 and East
Wake 28, SSS 0.


