
By Paul Tambasco
Staff Writer
Some things are a long time coming

� 48 years to be exact.
Citizens, town officials, and

Civitan club members old and new,
joined together last Monday for the
groundbreaking of the new club
building off Poole Road.
Current club president Norman

Parks led the ceremony featuring
remarks from Mayor Ronnie
Williams, Chamber President Neal

Padgett, and Civitan East District
Governor, Shirley Selepes.
Selepes described the genesis of the

new club as a �stupendous occasion�
and kidded the crowd saying that
many of them must be wondering as
she was: �Where did it go?� gestur-
ing to the razed site behind her.
The new building will be on the

same spot the old one stood for 48
years and will serve the 65 current
members.  
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ARBC hosts
fair for spe-
cial needs
kids on Sat.
Aversboro Road Baptist

Church is hosting a fall
carnival for special needs
children and their fami-
lies on Saturday, Sept. 22
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Food, fun, games and
more will be offered to
those who come. Please
take advantage of this fun
opportunity for your spe-
cial needs child!
All children must be

accompanied by an adult.
The event will be held in
the north parking lot of
the church, located at
1600 Aversboro Road.

Mt. Zion
golf tourney
coming soon
Golfers are invited to

participate in Mt. Zion
United Methodist
Church's Annual Golf
Tournament on Friday,
Oct. 12, at Reedy Creek
Golf Course. This four-
person team tournament
will begin at noon. There
will be a chance at a
$100,000 shootout and
golfers will have the
opportunity to win
$10,000 for a hole in one.
Door prizes will be given
out and prizes will be
awarded in closest to pin,
longest drive, and putting
contests. Entry fee is $60
per person and includes
golf, cart use, refresh-
ments and a meal.
Limited to 32 teams.
All proceeds will benefit

the building fund. Visit
w w w . m o u n t z i o n -
umc.org for a registration
form or contact Casey
Matthews at 795-8753.
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The Garner town board and engineering groups in charge of a plan to replace Aversboro
Elementary with a new building can�t seem to agree on a traffic plan.
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The Garner Civitan Club broke ground on its long-awaited new clubhouse on
Monday, September 10. The new building will be 5,000 square feet in size and
include numerous features that the old clubhouse lacked. See CIVITAN, Page 4A

By Paul Tambasco
Staff Writer
At the first town board

meeting this month, town
officials decided to delay
approval of a traffic plan for
a new Aversboro
Elementary site until engi-
neers for Wake schools
address concerns over a traf-
fic plan for the school.
Although the delay is not

expected to disrupt con-
struction plans for the $15.8

million school which is set to
open in September 2009, it is
the second time in six
months that the plan has
drawn the ire of the Board.
The Aldermen, in particu-

lar Mayor Protem Gra
Singleton, chided engineers
of the Alpha & Omega
Group arguing that the plan
did not resolve concerns
originally voiced in March;
namely, the creation of two

Board, engineers debate
left turns at new ARES

Garner Civitan breaks
ground on a new home

By Paul Tambasco
Staff Writer
Essie Perry has seen a lot in her time.  
Born near the turn of the century -

the nineteenth century, that is - she is
living proof that age is only a num-
ber.  
The long-time Garner resident

turned 104 years old on Sunday and
does not appear to be slowing down.
She still gives inspirational talks to
groups, recites poetry, and reads

books that would overwhelm most
college students.
Nationwide, despite advances in

medical care, individuals living into
the triple digits are rare; according to
the most recent Census Bureau esti-
mates, there are nearly 74,000
Americans who are 100 years of age
or older, about 1 out of every 5,000
people. 
Now into her second century, the

breadth of Perry�s experience likely

overwhelms anyone.
�I am older than the airplane,� she

said, her finger pointed skyward,
referring to the Wright Brothers� first
flight at Kitty Hawk. The momentous
event occurred on December 17, 1903,
three months and a day after Essie
was born.
Living for more than a century made

her a witness to local, national, and
international history.  For example,

Garner�s longest resident isn�t slowing down

�I am older than the airplane.�
--Garner native Essie Perry, who was born three months before the Wright Brothers� flight in 1903
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Garner�s Essie Perry, who turned 104 years old on Sunday, receives greetings from a friend while celebrating the big day
at Lawndale Manor. Perry was born on September 16, 1903.

See ESSIE, Page 7A

See LEFT, Page 4A

Aversboro Road Baptist
Church, located at 1600
Aversboro Rd., is hosting a
stroke prevention screening
on Saturday morning.
Garner area residents can be
screened to reduce their risk
of having a stroke. Life Line
Screening will be at the
Aversboro Road Baptist
Church beginning at 9 a.m.
A stroke, also known as a

"brain attack," is ranked as
the third leading killer in the
world, and the second
among women.
These screenings are fast

and painless. They involve
the use of ultrasound tech-
nology, and scan for poten-
tial health problems related
to blocked arteries which
can lead to a stroke, aortic
aneurysms which can lead
to a ruptured aorta, and
hardening of the arteries in
the legs, which are a strong
predictor of heart disease. A
bone density screening to
assess osteoporosis risk is
also offered and is appropri-
ate for both men and
women.
All four screenings take

less than an hour to com-
plete. The cost for a Wellness
Pack of all four screenings
(including free osteoporosis
screening) is $129.
Life Line Screening was

established in 1993, and has
since become the nation's
leading provider of preven-
tive screenings.
For more information

regarding the screenings or
to schedule an appointment,
call 1-800-697-9721. Pre-reg-
istration is required.
For more information on

what Life Line Screening
involves and what it done,
visit their website at
www.lifelinescreening.com.

ARBC hosts
health clinic
for stroke
prevention
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